
Corrections 
and Contraband: 
Protecting Prisons from 
Unauthorized Drones

Unauthorized drone use poses an immediate 
threat to correctional facilities. Criminals 
and syndicates are using drones to smuggle 
contraband into prisons, from drugs and cash 
to phones and weapons.

7 deaths and 22 injuries occurred in the 
United States’ most violent prison riot in 
25 years—worsened by drone-delivered 
contraband. 

205 Ohio inmates were involved in a riot 
sparked by a drone drop.

While correctional facilities have already 
invested in drone detection solutions to 
pinpoint intrusions and deal with single 
incidents, detection alone is not enough.

Drone-delivered contraband seized at a South 
Carolina prison, May 2021 – Jan 2022 To effectively improve prison security, security 

officials must consider a threefold approach 
to handle not just unauthorized drone 
incursions, but the people behind them:

SkySafe is a turnkey solution – tested and 
validated by the FAA – that helps you regain 
control of your airspace with real-time drone 
data and analytics. Gain access to a drone's 
unique identifiers and historical flight patterns 
to identify drone operators, confidently resolve 
the threat, and restore order in your facility.

• Intercept deliveries more swiftly

• Reduce potential inmate misconduct

• Reduce health and safety risks 

UAS sightings reported to 
the FAA from 2018 – 2023
Source: FAA11,412
registered drones in 
the US today1M
unregistered drones 
in the US today1.5M
consumer drones expected 
to be shipped by 203010M

This increased flow of prison contraband in 
an already volatile environment can lead to:

Higher risk 
of harm to staff 

and inmates

Resolve Your Drone 
Threat at the Source

Predict
Stay ahead of drone threats 
with real-time, historical and 
predictive data

Protect
Track and analyze drones to 
identify their operators

Prosecute
Investigate or prosecute to stop 
drone threats at the source

Scan for more 
information:
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Learn how to get started in the SkySafe Guide: 
Drone Intelligence for Prisons.

info@skysafe.ioinfo@skysafe.ioStart My Download
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https://info.skysafe.io/correctional-facilities-1
https://abcnews.go.com/US/drone-dropping-drugs-prison-yard-sparks-brawl-mansfield/story?id=32884817
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/south-carolina-prison-drones-investigation-arrests-contraband/
https://www.faa.gov/uas/resources/public_records/uas_sightings_report

